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To summarize:

• XVIIIth century (1765), Euler solves the case O = G,

• XVIIIth century (1788), Lagrange solves the case of an axis of
revolution containing the fixed point,

• 1852, prize offererd by the Berlin Academy of sciences, to inves-
tigate the general case...

... no contribution at all.



In short, woman was a problem which, since Mr Brooke’s

mind felt blank before it, could hardly be less complicated

than the revolution of an irregular solid.

George Eliot

Middlemarch 1872



Sofya Kovalevskaya (1850–1891)

• thesis with Weierstrass (1874),
three papers, among which the
Cauchy-Kovalevskaya theorem

• professor at the university of
Stockholm since 1884

• Bordin prize of the French
Academy of sciences in 1888 for
her work on the rigid body
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