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1. The “Agro Unknown”









Melle Haas, chef de travaux auxiliaire

Melle Lyon-Caen, ouvrière spécialisée
auxiliaire temporaire



Note that both are “Melle” (Miss)
and both are “auxiliaire”



Melle Haas, chef de travaux auxiliaire
??



Why?
Why me?



Why?
Why me?
Work on the way Jewish French scientists
managed to publish
(or not)
during the German occupation of France







I also wrote a novel about
the scientists in this period.





Context: June 1940 → August 1944
France is occupied by the German armies
A collaborationist government
leaded by Marshal Pétain



Context: June 1940 → August 1944
France is occupied by the German armies
A collaborationist government
leaded by Marshal Pétain

Antisemitic laws:
Jews cannot be civil servants
and especially they cannot teach



Theoretically they are not forbidden to publish
in scientific journals.

However, their names disappear from
e.g. the
Comptes rendus de l’Académie des sciences



Not because they censor themselves

but because the journals actually reject
their papers



TOPOLOGIE. Espaces fibres associés.
Note (') de M. CIIARLESEhkesuaw. présentée par M. lilie Cartan.

Les résultats qui vont être exposés sont dus à la collaboration de
l'auteur et de l'un de ses élèves; ils font suite à une Note antérieure (').
I. Méthode de construction d'un espace fibre. Tout espace fibré de

groupe structural G, de symbole E(B, F, G, H) (2), peut être obtenu de
la façon suivante soient B et F deux espaces topologiques, G un groupe
d'automorphismes de F, <1>une famille d'ensembles ouverts de B formant

un recouvrement de B, S = U X F la somme topologique des produits
lie*

topologiques U X F considérés comme des espaces topologiques disjoints.
Soit R la relation dans S telle deux X F

Comptes rendus de l’Académie des sciences

December 1941







Das war ein Vorspiel nur

Heinrich Heine

Jacques Feldbau was arrested in June 1943,
sent to Auschwitz in October 1943,

he survived the evacuation of the camp
in January 1945
but died in Ganacker on April 22nd 1945



During this work, I learned quite a lot of things
about the Paris Academy of Sciences
and its Comptes rendus



Back to the Agro and to
“Melle Haas”.
She had not even a first name.

I decided to call her “The Agro unknown”



First idea: She was killed.

Mémorial de la Shoah
(Holocaust Memorial)









Thirty-seven women called Haas
and living in France were
murdered in nazi concentration camps



None of them was a biologist.
None of them was my “Agro Unknown”



Next idea:
Less pessimistic.

After all, she was a scientist.
Look at scientific journals



Once again, the
Comptes rendus de l’Académie des sciences









So, she was called Suzanne.

and she worked
on a mushroom

on the Saint-Nectaire cheese



The same day...



The same day...
49 papers by 67 authors,



The same day...
49 papers by 67 authors,
among whom
10 women



The same day...
49 papers by 67 authors,
among whom
10 women
(about 15%)
among whom 7 “Melle”



Suzanne Haas was not murdered
but she lost her job

and she disappeared as a scientist...

She married and changed her name?
She became a teacher?
Or a housewife?



The exclusion laws adopted by the
Vichy government
were not only directed at Jews
also against e.g. freemasons.

And women.
Familial politics: women should be only
mothers and housewives.



October 1940:
married women cannot
be hired
as civil servants.
Women aged 50 must
retire.



Comptes rendus of the
Paris Academy of Sciences

July-December 1940
313 papers, 414 authors, 65 women 15,7%
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Comptes rendus of the
Paris Academy of Sciences

July-December 1940
313 papers, 414 authors, 65 women 15,7%

January-June 1941
463 papers, 572 authors, 91 women 15,9%

July-December 1941
375 papers, 492 authors, 56 women 11,3%

January-June 1942
410 papers, 532 authors, 54 women 10%



significant?







Pauline Ramart-Lucas
(1880-1953)
One of the women publishing a note
the same day as Melle Haas

Professor at the Sorbonne, Paris
from 1935... to 1941
and from 1941 to her death
But publishing in 1941-1944.



Very few mathematicians among these women.

Very few = 0...

except for two in 1941,
Jacqueline Ferrand
and
Marie-Hélène Schwartz



3. Marie-Hélène



March 10th 1941







Marie-Hélène Schwartz (1913-2013)



4. Jacqueline





Jacqueline Ferrand (1918-2014)
was teaching at the
École normale supérieure “de jeunes filles”



5. Paulette





Paulette Libermann
(1919–2007)



Fall 1940.
She was supposed to prepare
an exam to become a
high school teacher.



But she could not, as a Jew.





Élie Cartan suggested that she
worked at a research diploma instead.

In 1942, she left Paris,
hided with her mother in Lyons
worked with Ehresmann
in Clermont-Ferrand.



After the war, she made a thesis
and a career as a mathematician.

She was one of the first mathematicians
to work on symplectic geometry.



Strasbourg, 1953



“After all, if I became a mathematician,
it is thanks to the antisemitic Vichy laws...”




